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ACTION AF-08 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 

INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 

USIA-15 DHA-02 10-13 SAM-01 AID-05 TRSE-00 OMB-01 

/097 W 

081859 

R 120935Z MAY 76 
FM AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8318 
INFO AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
AMEMBASSY DAKAR 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 
USUN NEW YORK 554 

UNCLAS ABIDJAN 4460 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, OAU, XF, SG, IV 

SUBJECT: IVORY COAST ON ZIONISM ISSUE AT DAKAR 
AFRO- ARAB CONFERENCE 

REFERENCE (A) ABIDJAN 3823 (NOTAL), (B) DAKAR 2824 

INTERVIEWED ON HIS RETURN FROM DAKAR AFRO-ARAB 
FOREIGN MINISTERS CONFERENCE, GOIC FONMIN USHER MADE 
THE FOLLOWING COMMENT ON IVORY COAST’S POSITION ON 
THE ZIONISM ISSUE. USHER SAID THAT IVORY COAST HAD TAKEN 
A STRONG POSITION AT DAKAR OPPOSING THE INCLUSION IN 
THE RESOLUTION OF THE ITEM CONDEMNING ZIONISM AND 
TENDING TO EQUATE IT WITH RACISM. THIS CONDEMNATION 
HAD APPEARED IN THE RESOLUTION EVEN BEFORE THAT 
CONDEMNING APARTHEID. IVORY COAST'S OPPOSITION TO 
THE ZIONISM ITEM LED TO LONG AND HEATED DISCUSSIONS 
BUT THE GOIC DID NOT FEEL IT COULD CHANGE THE POSITION 
IT HAD TAKEN IN THE UN OPPOSING THE ZIONISM-RACISM 
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RESOLUTION INTRODUCED THERE LAST YEAR. THIS WAS AN 
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EXAMPLE OF A POLITICAL MATTER WHICH WAS A PREROGATIVE 
OF THE SOVEREIGNTY OF INDIVIDUAL STATES. IN THE END 
IVORY COAST HAD ACCEPTED THE OTHER ARTICLES OF THE 
DAKAR AFRO-ARAB RESOLUTION BUT WITHHELD ITS ACCORD 
TO THE ZIONISM ARTICLE (ARTICLE 16) IN A WRITTEN 
RESERVATION. USHER COMMENTED THAT IF AN AFRO-ARAB 
DRAFT CHARTER WERE LATER TO BE SUBMITTED TO THE 
IVORIAN PARLIAMENT FOR RATIFICATION, HE DOUBTED THAT 
ANY SUCH ZIONISM PORTION WOULD BE APPROVED. 
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